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Liebe Teilnehmer, liebe Freunde des American Quarter Horse, geschätzte Sponsoren,

die Welt ist aus den Fugen geraten, Vereine und Anlässe kämpfen ums Überleben. Deshalb 
ist es wichtig an Bewährtem und Geliebtem festzuhalten. Bereits zum 36. Mal findet die 
Europameisterschaft der American Quarter Horses statt. Mittlerweile der grösste sportliche 
Quarter Horse Anlass in Europa. Neben dem Sport ist es wichtig, zusammen ein Ziel zu 
verfolgen und kollegial darauf  hin zu arbeiten. 

Dazu soll die ECQH beitragen. Es freut mich eine grosse Palette an Disziplinen anzubieten 
und die Bedingungen für Pferde, Reiter, Pferdebesitzer und Zuschauer angenehm zu 
gestalten. Dazu trägt der langjährige Austragungsort Kreuth mit seiner guten Infrastruktur 
für Mensch und Tier sowie das langjährige Showmanagement mit der bewährten 
Helfercrew maßgeblich bei. 
Neben den traditionellen AQHA Klassen führen wir den Kumlegaard Young Horse Cup, 
die Pleasure Celebration, die Ranch Riding Challenge, die English Challenge neu als 
Versatility wie zukünftig in der AQHA World Show und den Glamour Girl Celebration Trail 
sowie diverse IRHA Ranch Horse Wettbewerbe durch. Ebenso integriert ist seit Jahern die 
NSBA Futurity und heuer erstmals auch die DQHA Futurity und Maturity. Damit sollen 
möglichst viele Möglichkeiten geboten werden die Pferde zu showen und den Zuschauern 
spannenden Sport zu zeigen. 
Neben dem Sport wird mit der schon traditionellen Arena Party am Donnerstag auch die 
Geselligkeit nicht zu kurz kommen.

Es freut mich besonders dieses Jahr eine hochkarätige Delegation der AQHA begrüssen zu 
dürfen. Chief  Executive Officer Dave Dellin, First Vice President Lori Bucholz, Director of  
Competition and International Scott Neuman und mehrere AQHA Staff  Members werden 
während den Finals bei uns zu Gast sein. 

Ich bedanke mich herzlich bei allen Teilnehmern, dem Showmanagement, den Helfern, 
den vielen Sponsoren und der AQHA. Gerade die treuen und verlässlichen Sponsoren und 
Unterstützer sind enorm wichtig um eine attraktive Show durchführen zu können. 

Herzlich willkommen in Kreuth zu einer packenden und fairen ECQH 2026. 

Mit herzlichen Grüssen  
Markus Müller 
Präsident FEQHA
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Dear Participants, Dear Friends of  the American Quarter Horse, Esteemed Sponsors,

the world has been turned upside down, and clubs and events are struggling to survive. 
That is why it is important to hold on to what has been tried and true and what we love. The 
European Championship for American Quarter Horses is taking place for the 36th time. 
It has now become the largest Quarter Horse sporting event in Europe. Beyond the sport 
itself, it is important to pursue a common goal together and work toward it in a spirit of  
collegiality.

The ECQH aims to contribute to this. I am pleased to offer a wide range of  disciplines and 
to create a pleasant environment for horses, riders, horse owners, and spectators. The long-
standing venue in Kreuth, with its excellent infrastructure for both people and animals, as 
well as the experienced show management team and its trusted crew of  volunteers, play a 
significant role in this.

In addition to the traditional AQHA classes, we host the Kumlegaard Young Horse Cup, the 
Pleasure Celebration, the Ranch Riding Challenge, the English Challenge - now rebranded 
as “Versatility,” as it will be at the AQHA World Show in the future - and the Glamour Girl 
Celebration Trail, as well as various IRHA Ranch Horse competitions. The NSBA Futurity 
has also been a regular feature for years, and this year, for the first time, the DQHA Futurity 
and Maturity will be included. The goal is to offer as many opportunities as possible to 
showcase the horses and present exciting competition to the spectators. In addition to the 
competition, the now-traditional Arena Party on Thursday ensures that socializing is not 
neglected.

I am particularly pleased to welcome a high-profile delegation from the AQHA this year. 
Chief  Executive Officer Dave Dellin, First Vice President Lori Bucholz, Director of  
Competition and International Scott Neuman, and several AQHA staff  members will be our 
guests during the Finals.

I would like to extend my heartfelt thanks to all participants, the show management, 
the volunteers, the many sponsors, and the AQHA. Our loyal and reliable sponsors and 
supporters, in particular, are absolutely essential to putting on an exciting show.

A warm welcome to Kreuth for an exciting and fair ECQH 2026. 
Markus Müller 
President, FEQHA



It is my great pleasure to welcome you to the FEQHA European Championships, an event 
that represents not only elite competition, but also the passion, dedication and spirit of  the 
American Quarter Horse community across Europe.
The growth of  our industry internationally continues to be one of  the most exciting aspects 
of  our association’s future. Across Europe, we see horsemen and women who are deeply 
committed to excellence, sportsmanship and preserving the values that make our western 
way of  life so special. The FEQHA European Championships stand as a testament to that 
commitment.
This event brings together competitors, families, breeders, owners, exhibitors and fans 
from many nations, all united by a shared love for the American Quarter Horse and the 
opportunities these horses create. Whether you are stepping into the arena as a competitor, 
supporting from the sidelines, or attending as a first-time spectator, you are an important 
part of  this remarkable community.
Championship events like this do more than crown winners. They strengthen friendships 
across borders, inspire the next generation of  riders and leaders, and showcase the 
versatility and athleticism of  the American Quarter Horse on an international stage.
I want to extend my sincere appreciation to FEQHA, the national affiliates, volunteers, 
sponsors and event organizers whose hard work and dedication make this championship 
possible. Events of  this caliber are built through countless hours of  commitment and a 
shared vision for the future of  our industry.
As we celebrate this year’s championships, I encourage everyone to enjoy not only the 
competition, but also the relationships, learning opportunities and sense of  community that 
define our industry at its very best.
On behalf  of  AQHA, thank you for your continued passion and support. We are proud to 
celebrate the success of  the European Quarter Horse community and look forward to an 
exciting future together.

Best wishes for a successful and memorable championship,

Dave Dellin
Chief  Executive Officer
American Quarter Horse Association
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